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LGBT

20TH & 21ST 
Century 
Heritage
Timeline



1900

Death of Oscar Wilde.  Married 
Irish playwright and poet who 1891 

had an affair with Lord Alfred 
Douglas and became notorious 
following his conviction for gross 

indecency.  



1921



1928

Publication of lesbian novel  The 
Well of Loneliness by Radclyffe 

Hall



1933



1951

http://lgbthistoryuk.org/wiki/index.php?title=File:Roberta_Cowell.jpg


1952



1954

The death of Alan Turing who had 
been prosecuted for homosexual 

acts, leading to his apparent 
suicide



1957

Wolfenden Report recommend 
decriminalisation of homosexuality



1959



1967

Sexual Offences Act (England and 
Wales) partially decriminalises sex 

between two men in private and 
both of whom aged 21 or over. 

Excludes the Merchant Navy or the 
Armed Forces.



1969

Stonewall riots in New York



1972



1974
London Lesbian and Gay 
Switchboard Launched

1975
Brighton and Hove LGBT 
Switchboard Launched



1980111154545454545



Scotland decriminalises 
homosexuality



1982

HIV / AIDS Charity,  The Terrance 
Higgins Trust is formed

The first Gay games 
were held in San 

Francisco 



1984

Chris Smith, MP, Culture Secretary 
becomes first MP to come out as 

gay whilst in office.  



1988

Section 28 is passed in law

http://lgbthistoryuk.org/wiki/index.php?title=File:Jenny_lives_with_Eric_and_Martin.png


1991



1993



1994

Age of consent for gay men is 
reduced to 18



1997



2000



2003



2004



2005



2013



2014



Parliament rejects an attempt in the 
Criminal Law Amendment Bill to 

ban sex between women. 





Alan Turing, a mathematician and 
founder of the science of 

computing.  Instrumental in the 
cryptographic work during World 
War 2, was convicted of gross 

indecency



Screening of ITV ‘South’ thought to 
be first gay related drama on 

British television



First London Gay Pride March and 
Carnival.  Thought to have up to 

2000 people attending 

Gay News first published



Scotland decriminalises 
homosexuality



Death of Bisexual Musician, Singer 
& Songwriter, Freddie Mercury  



Age of consent is lowered equally 
to the age of 16 in England and 

Scotland

Removal of ban on gay people
Serving in the Armed Forces 



Section 28 repealed in England 
and Wales



Chris Smith, MP, Culture Secretary 
who was the first MP to disclose 
being gay,  announced he is HIV 

positive



First major legal 
challenge was lodged 
to the European court 

of human rights for 
equal age of consent

The first 
pre-watershed 

lesbian kiss on British 
T.V programme 

Brookside



Sir Elton John and David Furnish 
are one of the first couples to have 

a civil partnerships performed



Russia passes a bill that 
bans the ‘propaganda of 

homosexuality’










