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“Robber Baron” Political Cartoons

Your Task: Using the four techniques used by political cartoonists, analyze the cartoons below by answering the questions.  Then, in 2-3 sentences, describe the main idea or message of the cartoon.

Cartoon 1:
[image: ]1.  Labeling:
    a.  What does the metal octopus represent?

             _____________________________________________________________
    b.  What do the other buildings represent?
             _________________________________________________________________

2.  Symbolism:
    a.  Why would the political cartoonist use an Octopus to 
        represent Standard Oil Co.? ________________________
	  _______________________________________________
	    ______________________________________________

    b.  Why is its tentacles wrapped around the other buildings?  
           ____________________________________________

Main Idea: Based on the above observations, what is the main idea of this cartoon?   _________________________________
___________________________________________________


Cartoon 2
 	U.S. SENATE	


1.  Labeling:
      a.  What building is this taking place  in?  _____________

      b.  Who do the fat guys in tuxedos represent? __________

2.  Symbolism / Exaggeration: Why are the men in tuxedos 
       drawn so much larger than the Senators?  _____________
       ______________________________________________
       ______________________________________________

Main Idea:  Based on the above observations, what is the main idea of this cartoon?  ____________________________
  _________________________________________________
  _________________________________________________
  _________________________________________________




Cartoon 3
THE TRUST GIANT’S POINT OF VIEW
“What a Funny Little Government.”
[image: Image result for trust giant's point of view political cartoon]
1.  Labeling:
   a.  Who does the man represent? 
        __________________________

   b.  What are the two buildings? 
        _________________________
        _________________________

2.  Symbolism:
   a.  What does Rockefeller holding 
         the White House in the palm of 
         his hand  represent? 
        __________________________
      ___________________________
   
b.  What does the expression on Rockefeller’s face tell you about his attitude towards the government?  	___________________________________________________________________________________

3.  Exaggeration: Why is Rockefeller drawn so large? _____________________________________________

Main Idea: Based on the above observations, what is the main idea of this cartoon?______________________
   ________________________________________________________________________________________
 [image: ]Cartoon 4
1.  Labeling: What does the octopus represent?  _____________
      ________________________________________________

2.  Symbolism:
       a.  Why would the political cartoonist use an Octopus to 
        represent a monopoly?   ____________________________
        ________________________________________________
      
      b.  What do the things the Octopus is holding represent?
            ______________________________________________

3.  Exaggeration: Why would the political cartoonist draw the 
     Octopus so large? ___________________________________
     __________________________________________________
      __________________________________________________

Main Idea: Based on the above observations, what is the main 
   idea of this cartoon.  __________________________________
    __________________________________________________
    __________________________________________________
    __________________________________________________
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