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Be It Enacted By The OPHS Model Congress
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	Preamble: WHEREAS dangerous Cyanobacteria blooms are becoming more prevalent in all bodies of water throughout America, it is necessary that either investments must be made in preventative technology or adequate information must be provided to warn citizens of the threat that the algae poses to their health, economy and surrounding environment. Each state and local legislature must determine which options suit their states needs based off of their districts, as long as the requirements listed are met. WHEREAS varying types of Cyanobacteria are known to cause health risks consisting of but not limited to: allergic reactions, poisoning, skin irritations, fevers, diarrhea, vomiting, joint pain, liver damage, and in some rare cases cancer and ALS, this action must be of the utmost importance. These blooms can be harmful to humans but are recorded to be deadly to small animals with 215 canine fatalities recorded in a study released in 2012, with the cause being directly tied to cyanobacteria blooms. These blue-green algae blooms cause economic and environmental stress locally, and will only increase in frequency and size due to the correlation experts attribute to climate change.  These algae blooms have resulted in the shutting down of many lakes and rivers, resulting in the primary sources of income, fishing and recreation, to be depleted. In the summer of 2016 Utah lake was closed to the public due to a serious cyanobacteria bloom, with multiple reports of residents needing medical attention because of the bacteria blooms nearby.  Blooms harmfully affect the environment, with reports of whales dying as a result of algae blooms in the oceans, Cyanobacteria, specifically the more recently recurring blue-green algae disrupts the oxygen levels in the water and agitates the ecosystem. The NOAA (National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) predicts the Pacific Ocean will increase in the number of harmful blooms this year, which may negatively affect the fishing in the pacific ocean, impacting billions of lives in the process.
Section 1: Each State legislature must assess the last three (3) years of data recorded of areas liable to blooms of Cyanobacteria to determine the necessary preventative technology and/or informative public notices. Each area with a bloom recorded in the last three (3) years must at least have information provided to warn nearby residents. If a more destructive bloom that resulted in any medical concerns is present in the last three (3) years then the local district representatives may choose which preventative measure be taken, and then installed, be it through aeration, chemical solutions, biological controls, natural prevention through barley straw or ultrasound.
Section 2: Each park and/or body of water inclusive to the requirements will have the necessary adjustments selected, and will being installment with the aim to complete the project by February of 2020.

Section 3:  The National, State and local parks organizations will primarily fund the initial process for one (1) year with states applicability to the situation determining the budget. Along with the initial’s investment, recreation and fishing facilities on the most dangerously bloom prone bodies of water will be required to submit 5% of their profits towards the upkeep and maintenance of the technology used for this first (1) year of installation. After one (1) year of this, the responsible park organization to each body of water, be it national state or local will be responsible for the remainder of the budget on maintenance and upkeep that is not covered by the 2% of the before ascribed faculties. 
Section 4: Let the delegation of funds during the initial year of installments and maintenance be determined by the Appropriations committee. 
Section 5: This bill shall go into effect eighty-seven (87) day after passage.

	
	


