
  APPENDIX

 Codes of Ethics 
of Professional 
Engineering 
Societies 

A
  THE INSTITUTE OF ELECTRICAL AND ELECTRONICS 
ENGINEERS, INC.  *   (IEEE)  
 We, the members of the IEEE, in recognition of the importance of our technologies 
affecting the quality of life throughout the world, and in accepting a personal obliga-
tion to our profession, its members, and the communities we serve, do hereby commit 
ourselves to the highest ethical and professional conduct and agree: 

   1.   to accept responsibility in making decisions consistent with the safety, health and 
welfare of the public, and to disclose promptly factors that might endanger the 
public or the environment;  

  2.   to avoid real or perceived confl icts of interest whenever possible, and to disclose 
them to affected parties when they do exist;  

  3.   to be honest and realistic in stating claims or estimates based on available data;  
  4.   to reject bribery in all its forms;  
  5.    to improve the understanding of technology, its appropriate application, and 

potential consequences;  
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   6.    to maintain and improve our technical competence and to undertake techno-
logical tasks for others only if qualifi ed by training or experience, or after full 
disclosure of pertinent limitations;  

   7.    to seek, accept, and offer honest criticism of technical work, to acknowledge 
and correct errors, and to credit properly the contributions of others;  

   8.    to treat fairly all persons regardless of such factors as race, religion, gender, 
disability, age, or national origin;  

   9.    to avoid injuring others, their property, reputation, or employment by false or 
malicious action;  

  10.     to assist colleagues and co-workers in their professional development and to 
support them in following this code of ethics.   

 Approved by the IEEE Board of Directors, February 2006  

  NATIONAL SOCIETY OF PROFESSIONAL ENGINEERS  *   (NSPE)  
  Code of Ethics for Engineers 

  Preamble 
 Engineering is an important and learned profession. As members of this profes-
sion, engineers are expected to exhibit the highest standards of honesty and integ-
rity. Engineering has a direct and vital impact on the quality of life for all people. 
Accordingly, the services provided by engineers require honesty, impartiality, fair-
ness, and equity and must be dedicated to the protection of the public health, 
safety, and welfare. Engineers must perform under a standard of professional 
behavior that requires adherence to the highest principles of ethical conduct.  

  I. Fundamental Canons 
 Engineers, in the fulfi llment of their professional duties, shall: 

   1.   Hold paramount the safety, health, and welfare of the public.  
  2.   Perform services only in areas of their competence.  
  3.   Issue public statements only in an objective and truthful manner.  
  4.   Act for each employer or client as faithful agents or trustees.  
  5.   Avoid deceptive acts.  
  6.   Conduct themselves honorably, responsibly, ethically, and lawfully so as to 

enhance the honor, reputation, and usefulness of the profession.    

  II. Rules of Practice 
   1.   Engineers shall hold paramount the safety, health, and welfare of the public. 

   a.   If engineers’ judgment is overruled under circumstances that endanger life or 
property, they shall notify their employer or client and such other authority as 
may be appropriate.  

  b.   Engineers shall approve only those engineering documents that are in con-
formity with applicable standards.  

  c.   Engineers shall not reveal facts, data, or information without the prior consent 
of the client or employer except as authorized or required by law or this Code.  

  d.   Engineers shall not permit the use of their name or associate in business 
ventures with any person or fi rm that they believe is engaged in fraudulent 
or dishonest enterprise.  
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